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 The ideal of the School
of Metaphysics is to aid
any individual, willing to

put forth the effort to
become a whole

functioning Self, not
dependent on any

person, place or thing for
peace, contentment and

security.  
                                                 

 The purpose of the
School of Metaphysics is

to accelerate the
evolution of humanity by

ushering in Intuitive,
Spiritual Man.

 
The activity of the School

of Metaphysics is
Teaching Teachers.
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WHILE GATHERED
AROUND A CAMPFIRE

Sitting in the crisp cool darkness of a fall night, surrounded by strangers with only the familiar
light of a campfire, somehow I felt warm, and welcome. Brian Hoover, Rodney Dwyer, and many
others gathered in the backyard of the Springfield School of Metaphysics, playing guitars and
singing.

Looking up into the chaos of constellations and stars above me, I said out loud but to myself,
“Where am I”? I could see Polaris in the neighbors’ back yard just at the tip of Mr. Smith's
chimney. The North Star, not very impressive at first sight, but it is always there; in the same old
place. I depend on it to get my bearings at night. Well, it looks like I’m in the “same old place too”.
Looking around at friendly faces, I could see those who wanted to give as in song or company,
and those who needed to receive. Some were students and some were new, like myself. None
were familiar, but I couldn’t help thinking about Carl Sagan's words, “the first star that exploded
from pre-cosmic nothingness provided the ingredients that eventually became the basic
elements of all that is.” As they say, we are all star people and the world we inhabit is made of
stars.

An ancient Chinese shaman once wrote that a heavenly fire, a minute piece of Polaris, is gifted to
us at birth. It is to be held within our hearts, guiding us to our true north, the path of our true
nature. So, it is our hearts and it is truth that connects us to one another and to the universe. This
is the fire we gather around.

I continued, thinking about the new people around me. Thinking about those who were giving
and those who were receiving. Some were receiving openly and joyfully; me not so much. Yes, I
was receiving, but not to the level of heart. Not to the level this kind of sharing and joy is best
received. Remember, we were just talking about the heart. We were talking about my heart, your
heart. I guess that would be our hearts. Where was my connection? We say “give and receive
fully.” I realized I was not receiving fully. I had given my whole life, but I didn't know how to
receive…. fully. I was denying myself dessert, so to speak.

By Mary Sudduth

SPRINGFIELD
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The only thing better than s'mores around an open campfire? A captivating story around one.

That is one of the many Joys of my day - storytelling. One element of an engaging story is
imagination. If a person has an expansive imagination, and the energy to match, then anything is
possible! Imagination and a productive will power are key ingredients to manifesting what you want
out of life... and Being compatible with who your Soul truly is.

I have an opportunity to tell stories every day. I work with children at a preschool and we have “line
time” every morning, where we gather in a circle and do a group activity. One of mine, and my
students, favorite activity is making up stories. Sometimes I encourage them to improvise - we all go
around in the circle and everyone gets a chance to add to its group creation. Other times I just tell
them a story that I make up as I go along.

The beautiful thing about stories is that you can lose, or find yourself, in the life of the story, and when
you are telling it; you are the narrator. That means that you have the inner authority to change the
script, enhance the characters, and enjoy new wonders. Many are growing awake to the power of our
Whole Minds. Just as a story teller is the personal Creator of the story, we are an important co-
Creator in our own lives. We hold the pen, we speak the Truth, we create with our thoughts and words.

In our classroom stories, we have been silly toilet paper rolls trying to “make it” in Hollywood (which
was actually a frozen food section of a grocery store and somewhere along the way we became
talking potatoes) to genuine heroes and heroines who overcame trials with courage, learned
important life lessons, and loved Self and others along the way.

As you can see - absurd, silly, farfetched. And also, inspiring, connected, and True.

So it is with Life.

Life is an amalgamation of emotions and experiences. We choose to come to Earth to experience Life,
resulting in gaining permanent understandings and aspects of Self. That’s one of the many things I fall
in Love with about Life and the people I meet - the stories.

If you don’t like the way your book is unfolding, stop.

Seize your pen and start writing with a new perspective.

By Kate Wagoner

THE STORIES
WE CREATE

COLUMBIA
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Anyone who knows Gino Crededio knows that he has a love of many things. He loves to read, he loves
cartoons, he loves his girlfriend, he loves the School of Metaphysics, he loves food, but he especially
loves to talk! So when he was challenged as the director of Palatine to create something with his
branch, he thought that nothing could be better than a symposium.

These days symposiums are often something like a conference where presentations and talks would
be given on a topic. Perhaps research would be shown or a workshop given. However, few know that
the word symposium is actually an old Greek word for "drinking party." Now obviously, no will busters
would be enjoyed, but guests from within the School and the public could hear the words of many
speakers while sipping on the simple joy of sparkling juice.

Gino had the idea to present many talks on various aspects of spirituality and educate the public, the
latter of which Gino sees as a primary duty of our School and any school for that matter. Guests were
members of the public, students from the North area and more than a few alumni, including former
director Sandy Leitner. The event featured four speakers and the consumption of much pizza.

Gino began by giving a talk on "What defines Spiritual Education" a preparatory piece for the
presentation he will give at the Parliament of World Religions in August. Rita Rikavec stole the show
with her talk on "The Accelerated Mind" detailing her long journey of growth and claiming of voice
since beginning spiritual practice. Mike Moffa gave a moving piece on "Why Metaphysics?" explaining
the growth and change one can enjoy through dedication to our program. And Dr. Kerry Keller gave a
much needed talk titled "Who's in Control of Your Mind Anyway?" showing how conditioning can
make us unconscious and how we can reclaim our authority. Of course spiritual practice must be
experiential too, so the attendees were given the opportunity to have experience through soul gazing
and the candle exercise.

The event was small and though there were some challenges bringing it together as new students
originally excited for it discontinued, Gino is incredibly grateful especially to Dani Fallon and Mike
Moffa for helping him to create the event. A lot of potential is seen in this opportunity to give
students, teachers and experts the platform to share their knowledge and, more importantly, their
voice. This may yet turn out to become a mainstay event of the Palatine branch.

By Gino Crededio

SYMPOSIUM

PALATINE
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LISA CROSSING OVER 
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We come to Earth with the purpose of building permanent understandings gained from lived experiences, as
well as with the purpose of being compatible with our Creator.  Events, situations, and relationships come

into our outer world so we can ask ourselves, in our inner worlds,
 

"Why is this in my experience? What am I learning through this?" 
 

This morning, the community at the College of Metaphysics had the opportunity to ask ourselves those
questions when we awoke and learned of the passing of one of our students in the Gatehouse building. 

 
After the initial shock had passed, we all gathered in the upper floor of the Peace Dome to honor her Spirit

and hold her in Loving Light, assisting her in the transition from this physical life to Beyond. 
 

The energy around the circle was expansive. The energy in the Peace Dome, as well as on the College land, is
conducive to healing because it is built on Sacred energy meridians. The land and buildings on the land have

been places of learning, insight, and higher consciousness education for nearly 50 years. 
 

"Why is this in my experience? What am I learning through this?" 
 

As I held Lisa, and our community, in Loving Light, the essence came to me, "Love." My Ideal for this weekend
was to embrace open, Higher Hearted Love for the purpose of giving, receiving, and sharing. 

 
It became very clear to me that Lisa was at peace. She chose to pass in a place of Love. Her Soul is at peace

and she has taken the loving hand of a guide to assist her in her transition to Beyond. 
 

This experience is in my awareness because it caused me to open my eyes, open my Heart, and perceive
beyond the physical. To look and Love Within, and to share that in the Outer. 

 
I felt tears release as I was so grateful to be a part of this space for Soul growth and evolution. Love is in front

of us. Love is Within us. Love is all around us. 
 

Thank you, Lisa, for your gift of Life. And for the opportunity you presented to me to open my Heart to Love. 
 

What is it's all perfect? I trust that Lisa's Soul, and all of ours, are becoming more and more compatible with
our Creator each lifetime we spend learning and gaining understandings. 

 
May we all see what is in front of us with Love and honesty, receive from our experiences, and open our

Hearts to Love. 
 

By Kate Wagoner

IN MEMORIAM
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DEAN OF
I N T U I T I V E
R E P O R T S
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By Mari Hamersley

What does Gathering at the Fire, the topic of this issue of Vibrations, actually mean?" I
wondered when I first heard it. Of course it is more than physically getting with your friends
around a campfire, singing songs, roasting marshmallows, or just watching the flames. "And
how is it related to Intuitive Reports?" I wondered. Yet the more I thought about fire, I
realized something important.

In the Universal Language of Mind, fire represents expansion. Indeed, the SOM Intuitive
Reports help the person requesting them to cause expansion in their lives. They give
information and insight for the purpose of causing soul growth and spiritual development.
And when a person gets a report, it is like gathering together many aspects within Self
specifically for the purpose of expansion.

Remember what it is like to gaze into a fire, to look into it deeply. It transports us and in
some ways heals us. What you see there is bright, active, glowing with energy. These are all
ways that intuitive reports help us to be--alive, brighter, moving forward, truly expansive.
And for anyone who wants that, there is such value in our intuitive reports, an excellent tool
for inner and outer expansion. 



M A I T R E Y A

                                                                                                                               

THE NEW
By Barbara O'Guinn Condron
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    The first weekend of April, at School of Metaphysics Headquarters, involves the gathering of several teachers, from all
branches for our National Teacher’s Meeting.  This is an interactive time for learning and development.  I always receive
something very special, at these meetings.  
   On Saturday morning, Dr. Christine Spretnjak, engaged the teachers in a game of concentration.  Engaging, in this game,
brought my awareness, of this important skill, to a new level.  The previous evening, when I arrived a the college, I felt extremely
tired.  I had been driving all day and thinking a lot.  I saw Dr. Christine, at the dinner table.  She asked me how I was doing.  I said
“fine, however, I feel really tired. “  We engaged in a conversation.  I realized I had been thinking really negatively, on the car ride
to the college.  Since thought is cause, this would explain why I felt so tired when I arrived for dinner.  Dr. Christine reminded me
that this was a habitual pattern of mine.  It was not comfortable and it did not feel good.  However, it was familiar.  The pattern is
familiar, even if it does not serve me, in the present moment.  
   The next morning, we played a game at the session Dr. Christine was leading.  This game involved the skill of concentration. 
 One had to be focused on their own cards, as well as the cards of the other players.  If a player’s mind wandered, they would
have a difficult time remember what cards were picked.  I experienced, the power of a focused mind.  I also was engaging, in a
playful activity.  This is how children learn best.  This would also be true of adults.  
   Dr. Daniel  Condron did an expansive talk on the (stages) steps of attention.  The stages are as follows:  1. Directed Attention (
candle flame).  2.  One becomes aware of where one’s attention is. 3. Maintaining the attention of where one’s attention is. 4.
One becomes aware of when one’s attention wanders.  5.  One becomes aware of when one’s attention wanders more quickly. 
 6.  Resistance to focused, discipline attention weakens.  7.  Space between each thought increases.  8.  One becomes
immediately aware when one’s attention wanders. 9.  One becomes less and less aware of anything other Than the candle flame
and one’s attention.  10.  Attention is maintained as long as one’s chooses.  11. Concentration becomes interior.  12.  Self realizes
there is no separation between exterior and interior.  13.  Oneness-I and the father are one.  Oneness with the all.  It was helpful
for me to receive this teaching in this manner, especially the last three steps.  I realized there is no “out there” and everything
begins and ends with me.  
   Another interaction that impacted me with the trivia game Area Director Mavis Curry led.  The questions were based on
historical events out of past issues of our Thresholds Magazine.  Upon reflection, after the game, all the teachers reflected on
why the history of the school is important.  Some of the reasons are as follows: To know who created and manifested the vision
and origin.  Gives us value and importance.  To answer questions from students.  It’s important to know where we came from so
we know where we are going.  To know the past also helps to not repeat errors that have already been assimilated and
corrected.  Lastly, to have a “vision of where we’ve come from and where we yearn to go.”  
   Overall, the weekend brought connectedness and growth.  There was laughter and play.  This is what impacts my
consciousness most.   I will hold fond memories, of this weekend, for years to come.

By: Stella Lynn Boggio

NATIONAL VIBRATIONS COORDINATOR
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Learning Through Play at
National Teachers Meeting



C H A N C E L L O R
FROM THE

Matthew Chapter 15
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By Stella Lynn Boggio

Interview with Dr. Daniel Condron

In Matthew, Chapter 15, the Pharisees and scribes
question Jesus about his disciples. They wonder
why his disciples disregard the tradition of the
elders by not washing their hands when they eat.
Jesus answers them. “Why do you disregard the
commandment of God on the account of your
tradition?” God said, Honor your father and
mother, and whoever curses his father or his
mother, let him be put to death. Jesus says that
“You have rendered useless the word of God for
the sake of your tradition.” Jesus referred to the
prophet Isaiah who said, “This people honor me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me. And
they worship me in vain when they teach the
doctrines of the commandments of men.” 
 Jesus continued to teach in parables. He spoke of
the Pharisees, “Leave them alone; they are the
blind glides of the blind. And if the blind lead
around the blind, both will fall into a pit. 
 Simon Peter asked, explain this parable to us. The
parable was what comes out of the mouth comes
out from the heart; and that is what defiles a man.
 Also, a Canaanite woman approached Jesus crying
for help for her daughter who was afflicted with
insanity. His disciples came up to him and urged
Jesus to dismiss her.
 However, the woman had great faith. It was
because of her faith, that her daughter was healed. 
 Jesus departed and came toward the sea of
Galilee. He went up and sat on a mountain. Many
people came with afflictions and Jesus healed them
all. 
 Jesus had compassion for the people that came to
see him. Some went without food for three days.
His disciples asked where they could get the food
to feed the people. Jesus asked, “How many loaves
of bread do you have?” They said seven and a few
small fish. 
Jesus ordered the people to sit on the ground. Next
he broke the bread, gave thanks and gave it to his
disciples. The disciples gave the bread to the
people. Everyone ate and the fragments that were
left over were seven full baskets. Those that ate
were four thousand men, besides women and
children. When Jesus dismissed the people, he went
to the boat and came to the border of Magadan.

 1. Why was it important for Jesus to speak and teach in parables?

The Universal Language of Mind is in pictures. The pictures form a
story that we can understand.

2. Why is faith important to an individual seeing a healing?

 Faith enables one to open the heart and the mind. If the heart is not
open one cannot receive the healing.

3. Explain how Jesus fed the multitudes with seven loaves of
bread?

In the Christ Consciousness, there is no limitation. For one who is
one with the Heavenly Father, there is complete abundance.
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There's so many different ways of seeing God through These Eyes of Man.

The wisdom is knowing that not one deserves more praise than the other.

"We must transcend whatever separates us."
Universal Peace Covenant  

Sometimes the growth is slow. Other times it's like moving through the sky like a bolt of
lightning, trailing through the cosmos bringing reality focus into being through the
sheer capacity to understand the self as alive. 

All these ideas about perfection and reality cause a disruption in the expansion of the
human experience. Fear and imbalance. The need to arise into wiggle room. To see that
as an evolution. There is a heavy push on the self who chooses a life of spirituality in this
era to not have reliance upon the body. To not believe in the body as much as one would
believe in the soul. A higher vibrational quality of belief is of the strongest
compassionate and useful expression of the understanding that is found in a moment.
Stretching the self to realize that abundance consciousness includes both. It always
includes the concept of "both." There is no one thing greater than the other. It's always
dependent upon what the self is prepared for and wants to understand, not wants to
push, not wants to force, wants to create. What is the desire of the whole self is the only
question that is relevant when the self is still. When the self is moving and the mind is
active and working toward fulfillment then there is a need to recharge and refill the
feeling of emptiness. Whereas the true experience of emptiness has no end or no desire.

By Terrence-LaMont Bellows

NATIONAL PEACE AMBASSADOR
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SEEING THROUGH 100 EYES



A POEM

               The Universe in an atom,
                   The Ancient in the new,
                         All that stands Unnamed
                               Is reveled in by You.

                                              Time without limits
                                                   Can see You from Within.
                                                          The Stars, they all are shining
                                                                 Through the veil of human skin.

                                                                                   Beneath You are the answers
                                                                                        That birthed every grave.
                                                                                               Before You are the questions
                                                                                                     And the mountains that have caved.

                                              Resting on the ground
                                                     The Untold Infinite lies.
                                                              And what draws in Your breath
                                                                       Opens into skies.

                     What does now reveal itself,
                             Know its Ocean in the drop;
                                      And what is now beheld by You,
                                               Thinker of all thought?

                                                                                  I glimpsed that Your eyes were my own. 
                                                                                           Believed.  And then I knew.
                                                                                                     You Are.  I Am.
                                                                                                              I take me into You.
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By Devon Hoover



T H E M E S  F O R  V I B E S

2 0 2 3
M O N T H L Y

January - New Beginnings

February - Divine Love

March - Concentration

April - Dreams

May - Gathering at the Fire

June - Hope

July - Wonder

August - Leadership

September - Surrender

October - Community

November - Going Within

December - Joy
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    2023
 EVENTS

January  6 - 8                General Assembly             
      20 - 22                         Third Weekend
February 4            Area Teachers Meeting
      17 - 19                         Third Weekend
March 17 - 19                    Third Weekend
      31…          National Teachers Meeting      
April  …1 - 2                      NTM Continued
      14 - 16                         Third Weekend
      21 - 23    Dream Awareness Weekend
May  19 – 21             All Student Weekend
June  16 – 18                     Third Weekend
July  14 – 16                      Third Weekend
August 5               Area Teachers Meeting
       18 - 20                        Third Weekend
September 15 – 17            Third Weekend 
October 6 – 8  National Teachers Meeting
       7                                50th celebration
       27 – 29                 Still Mind Weekend
 November 17 – 19            Third Weekend
 December 2         Area Teachers Meeting
       15 – 17                        Third Weekend
       31                 Universal Hour of Peace
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BRANCHES
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Each time we come together to create the School
of Metaphysics Vibrations Newsletter, we open our
sessions with an opening projection. Afterwards we
each align with the laws of creation and open the
book, The Taraka Yoga of Kuan Yin by Gael O’Guinn,
to receive the verse that is designed for each of us
individually.  Here are the numbers we received.
Love and Light from your Vibrations Staff.

Thomas Croft: 82, The Alchemist  A thousand suns
blaze in heaven's sight. All that maters is the
conscious understanding of today.  Anything can
exaggerate until the orgin seems lost, yet the
Source constantly abides on the other side. 

Devon Hoover: 96, Giving My precious temple, you
serve me well. I am radiant in the ten directions. 
 The Teacher knows ideal, purpose, and action as
One.  Surrender all you have been, are, will be, and
the blessing is yours.

Stella Lynn Boggio: 78, Servant Create your
experiences in moderation.  Allow the passing of
time to work in your favor.  In this way, one masters
natural laws, through responding to a higher calling
that is heaven's way.  

Kate Wagoner: 77, Master  Your dreams carry the
message of all fortunate births,Subconscious Mind
knows what is beyond Conscious Mind's grasp. 
 Look within to elevate your expectation.  There the
prespective of the  Inner Teacher will make you
laugh. 

ILLINOIS
 345 Manor Court • Bolingbrook, Illinois

60440 • (630) 739-1329
5021 W. Irving Park Road • Chicago,

Illinois 60641 • (773) 427-0155
222 West Wilson • Palatine, Illinois 

60067 • (847) 991-0140
INDIANA

 6138 North Hillside • Indianapolis,
Indiana 46220 • (317) 251-5285

IOWA
 3715 University • Des Moines, Iowa

50311 • (515) 255-5570
KANSAS

 4323 Rainbow Blvd • Kansas City, Kansas
66103 • (913) 236-9292

Missouri
103 West Broadway • Columbia, Missouri

65203 • (573) 449-8312
1033 E. Sunshine Street, Springfield,

Missouri 65807• (417) 831-0955
2606 Oakview Terrace • Maplewood,

Missouri 63143 • (314) 645-0036
Oklahoma

908 NW 12th St • Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73106 • (405) 228-0506

3355 S. Jamestown Ave •Tulsa, Oklahoma
74135 • (918) 749-8833

Texas
Texas 5832 Live Oak Street • Dallas, Texas

75214 • (214) 821-5406
 

A KUAN YIN BLESSING

http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/Bolingbrook/bolingbrook.htm
http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/Chicago/chicago.htm
http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/Palatine/palatine.htm
http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/Indianapolis/indianapolis.htm
http://www.som.org/som.org.data/Site%20Trash/desmoines.htm
http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/DesMoines/desMoines.html
http://www.som.org/NewPages/Newsite07/SOMBar/locations/Branch_folders/KansasCity/kansascity.htm
http://som.org/locations/columbia-mo/
http://som.org/locations/columbia-mo/
http://som.org/springfield-mo/
http://som.org/maplewood-mo/
http://som.org/school-okahoma-city-ok/
http://som.org/school-tulsa-ok/
http://som.org/school-tulsa-ok/
http://som.org/locations/184-2/
http://som.org/locations/184-2/


S C H O O L  O F  M E T A P H Y S I C S
B R A N C H  L O C A T I O N S

E M A I L  T O
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W O R L D  H E A D Q U A R T E R S
1 6 3  M O O N  V A L L E Y  R D

W I N D Y V I L L E ,  M I S S O U R I
6 5 7 8 3  •  ( 4 1 7 )  3 4 5 - 8 4 1 1
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