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Our dream is to bring the Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureates to life across the globe, through The 
INVITATION. We expect that in time, thespians 
of all ages will discover the transformative 
power in portraying  these individuals.  
 
With an emphasis on young adults, we feel that 
what began in the worldʼs Peace Dome, (on 
the campus of the College of Metaphysics) will 
find a natural home in theaters of colleges and 
high schools around the world.  If you would 
like to perform The INVITATION in your city, 
please visit our booth (874) or email us at 
som@som.org. 

Bring The INVITATION Home 

Because Peace is Achieved By Those 
Who Fulfill Their Part of a Greater Plan. 
           –Universal Peace Covenant 



 

 

Welcome to The Invitation 
When I think of The INVITATION, I am spellbound.   
 
 To be in the presence of eight people who changed 
our world by "fulfilling their part of a greater plan" is such a 
gift.  To see His Holiness the Dalai Lama of Tibet, greet 
Mother Teresa with his ocean of compassion, is to know 
what it means to be heart centered.  To watch Linus Pauling, 
the only person to be awarded Nobel Prizes in two 
categories, interact with Albert Schweitzer, a European 
musician turned Congo doctor, is to rethink peace from a 
utopian opinion to a working scientific model.   
 These people were not appointed by others to their 
greatness. They were inwardly-driven to aid humanity to 
progress beyond the shadows of pain, where inner conflict 
fuels man's inhumanity to his own kind.  With gratitude, 
forgiveness, and tolerance, they chose each moment to 
serve others, knowing that such cruelty is only temporarily 
abided by, as Martin Luther King, Jr. so eloquently states, 
those who "allow their consciences to sleep." 
  
The INVITATION stirs us out of our slumber.   
 
 At some point, one, if not each of these people, 
figuratively take us by the shoulders, look us in the eyes, 
and demand that we wake up!  Their Spirit appeals to the 
whole Self, to our capacity to think and feel, challenging us 
to reason so peace can prevail. Now, in our lifetime. 
 I look at those who bring us Betty Williams, Alva 
Myrdal, Shirin Ebadi and the rest, as bodhisattvas, wisdom 
minds.  They connect us with these great Spirits because 
they invite those Spirits to walk among us, if only for an hour. 

Walter Hrycaj, portraying the Dalai Lama, is 
currently studying as a graduate student at the School 
of Metaphysics World Headquarters. His leadership 
roles at the School of Metaphysis began when he 
became a teacher in 2004. Walter has served as the 
director for both the Louisville and Columbia Branches. 
Walter is a published author writing about his 
experience of healing Tourette’s syndrome and ADD. 
Walter is a certified dream coach and has given 
lectures on mind management for stress and the 
importance of concentration and breath work when 
interacting with children with ADD.  

Golbahar Dadyan, portraying Shirin Ebadi, received 
her Bachelor's of Science in Psychology from the 
University of North Texas. She has been a student, 
teacher, director, and field director at the School of 
Metaphysics since April of 2008. She is currently 
completing the Third Cycle of the Mastery of 
Consciousness Class to receive her Doctorate of 
Divinity.  Her deep roots with Persian spirituality brings 
a multi-cultural sense to the group, as she also serves 
as the National Peace Ambassador. She endeavors to 
use her skills to aid many individuals to gain complete, 
whole minded healing as well as experience great joy 
and fulfillment with their lives. In this way, she knows 
there will be greater peace and harmony in the world. 
She plans to earn her Psi Counseling Degree as well 
as a Doctorate from the School of Metaphysics and to 
incorporate them into her quest to aid humanity in its 
evolutionary progress. 



 

 

The Spiritual Teachers of the School of 
Metaphysics who contributed to the Universal Peace 
Covenant came into the world at their appointed time.  
Through the maze of a thousand choices they came 
together over nine months in 1996 to forge a document 
describing peace in the Universal Language of Mind, the 
language that all humanity speaks in our myths and our 
dreaming.  I look at future casts in this light.  I marvel at the 
thousand choices that will bring each group together so that 
The INVITATION may live for every man, woman, and 
child.   

Everyone who delivers The INVITATION knows it is 
a consciousness experience, a living prayer.  Since the first 
cast in 2003, I have watched the younger generations claim 
these messages as their own and a greater vision of 
youthful “laureates” lives through them.  I envision how our 
world will change as countless people ages 10 to 100 give 
The INVITATION to the people they love in their part of the 
world.   

When I’m asked about the future of The 
INVITATION, I reply with this dream.  A couple of years 
ago, we gave The INVITATION at Highland Baptist Church 
in Louisville, Kentucky, one of three dozen Compassionate 
Cities in the world.  Afterwards, a woman came up to me, 
eyes sparkling with joyous tears.  Her lips curved into a 
knowing smile and taking my hands in hers, she intently 
said,   

“I accept your INVITATION.” 

She said it all. 

I trust that what she felt will be yours today. 

May peace be with you all ways, 

Barbara O’Guinn Condron 

Emily Ashley, portraying Mother Teresa, is 
currently the Director of the School of Metaphysics in 
Dallas, TX, and is training to become the Field 
Director of the Dallas/Fort Worth area schools. She 
teaches the Mastery of Consciousness coursework to 
beginning and advanced students. She is currently 
studying in the third cycle of lessons at the School of 
Metaphysics and is portraying Mother Teresa as part 
of her study. Emily works in the Holistic Health field 
where she practices alternative medicine through 
different healing modalities including dream-work, EFT 
and Healing Touch, as well as Psi Counseling. 

Sydney Kasner, portraying Alva Myrdal, is studying 
in the second cycle of lessons and is a full time 
student at the College of Metaphysics. Sydney has 
been a student, teacher, and director in the School of 
Metaphysics since 2010. Sydney’s passion is being 
with and teaching children. She recently taught at a 
Montessori School in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She 
plans to incorporate her studies at the School of 
Metaphysics and create a Mindful practice to aid 
children of all ages. She desires to inspire children to 
apply metaphysics in their daily life through essential 
life skills: dream interpretation, peace, and Self-
awareness. Sydney is training to be an Intuitive 
Reporter for the School of Metaphysics. She desires 
to travel the world serving humanity through giving 
Intuitive Reports, as well to complete the course of 
study and receive her Doctorate in Metaphysics.  

    



 

 

 

In 1954, a distinguished American scientist named Linus Pauling received the highest award in his field—the Nobel Prize for Chemistry. Pauling 

The Cast in Order of Appearance 
 

Hezekiah Condron – Narrator 
Brian Kraichely - Albert Schweitzer 

Brenton Harris - Linus Pauling 
Terrence Bellows - Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Leah Morris - Betty Williams 
Emily Ashley - Mother Teresa 
Sydney Kasner - Alva Myrdal 

Walter Hrycaj - Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama  
Golbahar Dadyan - Shirin Ebadi 

 

Leah Morris, portraying Betty Williams, graduated 
with her Bachelors in Pre-Med from Texas A&M 
University. She has served as student, teacher, and 
director for the School of Metaphysics for seven 
years. Leah opened the Fort Worth Branch of the 
School of Metaphysics in 2013 and is currently a full- 
time student at the College of Metaphysics.  She is 
working toward her Doctorate of Divinity and Psi 
Counseling degrees. Her experiences range from 
directing the North Texas Chapter of the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society's Team in Training program to 
working as a Community Engagement Manager, 
bringing health tools into public schools.  Leah has 
given lectures on dreams, unlocking creative 
potential, love and relationships, visualization, and 
mindfulness. 

Terrence LaMont Bellows, portraying Martin 
Luther King, Jr., has been studying and teaching 
with the School of Metaphysics since 2008. He is 
absolutely sure that studying and serving with the 
School of Metaphysics is enlightening to everyone 
concerned. The INVITATION is something near and 
dear to his heart. He is thankful that he has been 
entrusted with bringing new light upon the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., through his portrayal of the 
iconic figure. Many people are able to witness and 
learn about an intimate part of his life. This is a rich 
opportunity in Terrence's life, as well as for those 
who he is serving.  

We would like to give our sincere 
appreciation to the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions and to our many 
sponsors for making this performance 
possible. We send you our circle of love. 

Gratitude 



 

 

The School of Metaphysics is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
educational and service organization that promotes 
peace, understanding, and goodwill by teaching people 
that living peaceably begins by thinking peacefully. 
 
The School of Metaphysics offers a four-tiered course of 
study that teaches adults how to fulfill their full potential 
through cultivating essential life skills: self-respect, 
undivided attention, concentration, memory, listening, 
imagination, reasoning, intuition, breath, and 
entrainment.  Students learn to remember and 
understand dreams for self-guidance and intuitive 
development, spiritual healing, and metaphysical 

The Nobel Peace Prize  

Born on October 21, 1833, in 
Stockholm, Sweden, Alfred Nobel 
worked at his father's arms factory as 
a young man. Intellectually curious, 
he went on to experiment with 
chemistry and dynamite, which 
resulted in an explosion that killed his 
younger brother.  Deeply affected, 
Nobel used his vast fortune to 
establish the Nobel Peace Prize, and became a 
benefactor supporting men and women who have 
committed their lives to bringing peace into the world. 
The Nobel Prize is widely considered the world’s most 
prestigious award.  The recipients of the Prize receive a 
monetary gift in order to further develop their peace 
work. 

The School of Metaphysics 

Hezekiah Condron, portraying The Narrator, is the 
current director of The INVITATION.  He recently 
directed the film adaptation of The INVITATION, which 
will be released in 2016.  He is the chief editor at 
Pranayama Productions and he is an active partner 
with SOM (School of Metaphysics) productions.  He is 
an avid options trader and teaches Kung Fu to 
children and adults.  

Brian Kraichely, portraying Albert Schweitzer, is 
passionate about sharing how the study and 
application of metaphysics has transformed his life. 
With degrees and a background in business and 
building construction, he enjoys teaching and lecturing 
about universal law and truth and empowering others 
to become their ideal Self. Before moving to Palatine, 
Brian directed the School of Metaphysics branch in 
Springfield, Missouri and graduated from the College 
of Metaphysics. Brian states, "I know that anyone who 
has a desire to learn and is willing to put forth the 
effort, can become happier, healthier and more 
successful by studying at the School of Metaphysics.” 

Brenton Harris, portraying Linus Pauling, currently 
serves as a student, teacher, and director of the School 
of Metaphysics Branch in Columbia, MO.  His love of 
learning and desire to aid others led him to The 
INVITATION, where he began the understudy of Linus 
Pauling in 2013.  Inspired by the opportunity to embody 
a Nobel Peace Laureate, Brenton plans to continue his 
studies and teachings of the mind and of peace, so that 
people of all walks of life come to know the truth that 
peace first begins within our Self. 

The Performers 

The School of Metaphysics exists to help people create 
peace, contentment, and security within themselves and 
the world they live in. If, like Nobel, you would like to be 
a benefactor for our peace work, please visit us at booth 
#874. 



 

 

The narrator is a symbol, an identity whose shoes 
anyone can step into.  The narrator represents each 
of us, at any age, from any walk of life.  As a 
representative of humanity, the narrator is the 
inspiration that brings the laureates together and 
helps them to sustain their hearts and minds toward 
high-minded ideals.   Serving as a bridge between the 
laureates and the world, the narrator represents the 
potential within each of us to live a life worth 
examining. 

The Narrator 
Portrayed by 
Hezekiah Condron 

How the Music came to be 
From Barbara O’Guinn Condron 

The first international performance of The INVITATION 
was at a Unity Church in Melbourne, Australia during the 
Parliament of the World’s Religions in 2009. The 
church's director asked if I had thought about adding 
music to the play. The thought had indeed crossed my 
mind. She added, "It would be a good idea if you want to 
engage young people.” On the flight home, somewhere 
over the Pacific Ocean, the songs came to me in the 
twilight time between wakefulness and sleeping. We 
decided to include, We Shall Overcome by Pete 
Seeger, a song from the civil rights movement. This 
popular and powerful song, along with two original 
songs by School of Metaphysics students, Peace is 
Real and One Voice, add a dimension to The 
INVITATION that moves the heart. 
 

 

Introducing the Narrator and Laureates 

Today’s Performance by Matt Valois 

The spirit of music has lived in Matt since he started 
singing and playing piano at age three. In high school, 
he performed in all six performing ensembles available 
to him.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Musical Arts 
in trumpet performance and music composition from 
the University of Oklahoma. During his 12 years of 
study at the School of Metaphysics, he has composed 
several songs and produced the album, Portraits of 
Healing, a collection of piano works with the intention 
of promoting greater health and wellness in the 
listener. He currently incorporates music in his work 
with developmentally disabled adults and is pursuing 
certification as a music therapist. 

“As the Narrator, I would 
like to spread the 
messages of these 
accomplished individuals 
as far as I can.“ 

-Hezekiah Condron, Age 
20, Windyville, MO 

I have chosen to be the 
Narrator of The 



 

 

  

Shirin Ebadi, 2003 
Portrayed by:  Golbahar Dadyan 

Shirin Ebadi was born in Hamadan, Iran. Ebadi entered 
the law department of the University of Tehran in 1965, 
and participated in the entry exam for judges immediately 
after graduation in 1969. In 1975, she became the first 
woman in Iranian law history to head a legislative branch. 
Ebadi was assigned to a lower position, actually the 
same branch’s secretary, following the Iranian revolution 
in 1979, when conservative clerics insisted that being a 
judge is forbidden to women in Islam.  

After protests by Ebadi and other female judges, they 
were assigned to a slightly higher position, that of “Law 
Expert.” She finally asked for early retirement when she 
could not stand her situation. Because of rejected 
applications, Ebadi was not able to work as a lawyer until 
1993, when she opened a law office. During this 
transition she used the time to write books and articles, 
which made her widely known. In 2003, Ebadi was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts for 
democracy and human rights, especially for the rights of 
women.  

 

In 1905, Albert Schweitzer, the son of a Lutheran 
pastor, turned his back on a promising career as a 
scholar in the fields of religion and music to enter 
medical school.  His destiny became clear a year 
earlier when, at the age of 29, he read a magazine 
article about medical missionaries in the Congo. 

Over the next 60 years, Schweitzer embodied his 
ideal of a “Reverence for life,” founding a hospital in 
French Equatorial Africa which attracted volunteer 
doctors and nurses from around the world.  

When he was presented the Nobel Prize, it was said 
of him, “He has shown us that a man’s life and his 
dream can become one. His work has made the 
concept of brotherhood a living one.” 
 

“The opportunity to portray Albert Schweitzer 
has stretched me to embody reverence for life 
and to live a life that is truly worth examining.”   

 -Brian Kraichely, Age 51, Palatine, IL 

Albert Schweitzer, 1954 
Portrayed by:  Brian Kraichely  

“Shirin has been willing to be a voice for those 
who don’t have one.  She has put her life on the 
line to save others.” 

-Golbahar Dadyan, Age 33, Chicago, IL 



 

 

In 1954, a distinguished American scientist named Linus 
Pauling received the highest award in his field—the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry. Pauling was cited for his longtime 
investigation of the forces that hold molecules together in 
matter. His resonance theory explained molecular 
bonding and his studies led to his discovery of the atomic 
structure of protein molecules, opening the door to 
understanding the human body and its diseases.  

That same year, Pauling began investigating the effects 
on the body of radioactive fallout, particles and gases that 
are the by-products of exploding nuclear weapons. 
Convinced that increasing amounts of fallout in the world 
had become a major cause of certain diseases, mental 
retardation, and physical deformity, he began a crusade 
against nuclear weapons testing which eventually led to 
the two superpowers signing a partial nuclear test ban 
treaty in 1962. That same year, Pauling won the Nobel 
Peace Prize, becoming the first person to be awarded 
prizes in two separate categories. 

Linus Pauling, 1962 
Portrayed by:  Brenton Harris 

“To hold such a world server in my mind and heart 
through this play has been humbling and 
inspiring.”  

-Brenton Harris, Age 30, Columbia, MO 

In 1950, when Tenzin Gyatso was 15 years old, troops from 
the newly established communist China invaded Tibet. 
China declared Tibet a province but allowed it to keep its 
religious and political system. Small wars broke out. Being 
opposed to violence in any form, the Dalai Lama refused to 
take sides.  
 
In 1959, the Chinese imposed a communist government on 
Tibet, killing monks, destroying monasteries and artwork. 
The Dalai Lama fled to Dharamsala, India. By 1979 the 
Chinese allowed Tibetan monasteries to reopen and invited 
His Holiness to return. Instead, Tenzin realized he could do 
more in exile and elected to continue traveling.  
 
His commitment now is to world peace. In 1989 Tenzin 
Gyatso was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize first and 
foremost for his continual resistance to the use of violence 
in his people’s struggle to regain liberty. 

Tenzin Gyatso - His Holiness 
The 14th Dalai Lama, 1989 
Portrayed by:  Walter Hrycaj  

“The Dalai Lama’s message of universal 
responsibility for each other and the environment 
we live in is important for us all.” 

 
-Walter Hrycaj, Age 39, Windyville, MO 



 

 

One Sunday afternoon during the winter of 1949, a curious 
young black divinity student traveled to Philadelphia to hear 
a lecture about Mohandas Gandhi, a Hindu religious leader 
in India who had been assassinated the year before. 
Gandhi led the longtime movement for India’s 
independence from Great Britain and he had done so by 
preaching a philosophy of nonviolent defiance, which he 
called, “Satyagraha.” Gandhi believed that the power of love 
was greater than the power of hate, and that love could be 
used to change people’s ideas and actions.  

The young divinity student was impressed by Gandhi’s 
concept. Six years later, it inspired Martin Luther King Jr. 
to launch his nonviolent crusade against racial segregation 
in America, a crusade that eventually earned him the Nobel 
Peace Prize. In 1964, at the age of 35, King became the 
youngest person to receive the peace prize. In four years, 
he — like his spiritual mentor, Gandhi — fell to an 
assassin’s bullet. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1964 
Portrayed by:  
Terrence LaMont Bellows 
 

“I honor his message.  I honor his life.  The work 
we have done together continues to carry the 
flame.” 

-Terrence LaMont Bellows, Age 36, Louisville, KY 

  

Alva Myrdal, 1982 
Portrayed by:  Sydney Kasner 
 

Alva Myrdal’s commitment to people reveals a 
tremendous span, both in terms of time and spheres of 
interest.  
 
As far back as the 1930’s, she was a staunch champion of 
women’s liberation and equal rights. She proved to be a 
brilliant diplomat and was the first woman to be appointed 
head of a department in the United Nations. She led that 
post to become Sweden’s ambassador to India.  As a 
researcher and disarmament expert, with a wide 
knowledge of the problems of world politics, she 
commanded attention in the international forum where her 
influence was profound.  
 
Alva Myrdal became a rallying point for men and women 
who cling to the belief that in the last resort, mind is bound 
to triumph over matter. 

“Embodying Alva Myrdal has taught me that with 
determination, vision for humanity, and 
intelligence, I can create whatever I desire in my 
life.”  

 
-Sydney Kasner, Age 25, Denton, TX  

 



 

 

   

Betty Williams, 1977 
Portrayed by:  Leah Morris 
 

 
One day in August 1976, in a working class neighborhood of 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, a getaway car driven by a member 
of the Irish Republican Army went out of control and crashed 
into an iron railing, killing three young children and seriously 
injuring their mother.  
 
One of the witnesses to the tragedy was a 33-year-old office 
worker named Betty Williams. Horrified, she set about to 
restore peace to her troubled city.  
 
Betty and Mairead Corrigan, the sister of the injured woman, 
founded Peace People, an organization dedicated to ending 
the millennium-long violence in Northern Ireland. For this, 
they shared the Nobel Peace Prize that year. 
 

Mother Teresa, 1979 
Portrayed by:  Emily Ashley 
 

  
At the age of twelve, Mother Teresa, born in 1910 as 
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, strongly felt the call of God. She 
knew she had to be a missionary to spread the love of 
Christ. At the age of eighteen, she left her parental home 
and joined the Sisters of Loretto, an Irish community of 
nuns with missions in India.  
 
In 1948, she received permission from her superiors to 
leave the convent school and devote herself to working 
among the poor in the slums of Calcutta. Although she had 
no funds, she depended on Divine Providence, and started 
an open-air school for slum children. In 1950, Mother 
Teresa received permission from the Holy See to start her 
own order, The Missionaries of Charity, whose primary task 
was to love and care for those persons nobody was 
prepared to look after. The Society became an International 
Religious Family by a decree of Pope Paul VI in 1965. 

“Portraying Mother Teresa has purified my mind 
& heart.  Through my study of her life, I’ve 
learned how to love in ways that fills in gaps 
from being raised in a single parent home.” 

-Emily Ashley, Age 28, Dallas, TX 

“Betty Williams is my example of Self trust, 
personal power, and responsibility to humanity.  
She had courage to follow her heart no matter the 
consequence.” 
 
– Leah Morris, Age 32, Kansas City, KS 


